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↑ The Skagit Valley (near Mount Vernon) in 
Washington, very near where Dan and Carlene 
Jean live and home to the Skagit Valley Chorale 
which suffered an early tragedy in the COVID-19 
epidemic. The valley’s world-famous tulips are in 
bloom at this time of year.

You will receive the monthly newsletter, program 
announcements, and our twice-monthly podcast 
(CUEcast), which began in September.   

In order to take advantage of this offer, you will need 
to go to our website to provide, update, or confirm your 
contact information. Don’t delay! Why not do this now?!

You may go to www.youthcue.org and watch for the 
menu to pop up. Simply follow the instructions. OR … 
you also may point the camera of your smartphone at 
this QR code, and it will take you directly to the contact 
information portal.

Enjoy your free year of YouthCUE!  

WELCOME TO YouthCUE! AS PART OF OUR 30-YEAR CELEBRATION WE ARE PROVIDING 
YOU FREE MEMBERSHIP TO YouthCUE THROUGH 2020.

In order to receive your 
FREE SUBCRIPTION 

to our newsletter and 
CUEcast (podcast) through 

2020, you will need to 
register on our website. 

Instructions here!

In the shower of words about the Corona 
crisis flooding our televisions and devices, 
few words stick out much. One phrase – 
The Great Pause – stopped me right away. 

Since there is enormous pressure to get back to 
normal, there are dozens of articles demanding 
when and how we will quickly restore our old 
ways of living. A “get back to work” mentality 
defines our worth in economic terms. A full 
speed ahead growth agenda has no time for 
time outs. But this – this Great Pause – points 
us in a different direction.

First, The Great Pause allows the pause to be 
“great” both in scope and possibility. In its 
history, our nation has never stopped like this, 
so suddenly and completely. Every aspect of 
our daily lives has been put on hold. Goods 
and services are unavailable. Our workplaces, 
schools, and churches closed. Our healthcare 
system, touted as the world’s best, is at times 
unable to cope with the crisis. It is fair to ask, 
“How can this be called great?” Please read on.

Secondly, The Great Pause opens the door to 
ask a different set of questions. Forget about 
going back. What about going forward? 
Instead of just hurrying back into our old 
world, what about going forward into what 
can be and should be? What have we learned 
together? Where did we succeed? When did 
we fail? What should we keep? What needs 
fixing? What old ways do we need to throw 
out with our no longer needed COVID-19 
masks? Surely this stoppage is a unique chance 
to imagine a better way.

It is fair for you as reader to flare at such 
simple thinking. There is suffering around 
the world. There are mounting bills and 
sleepless nights. There are cancelled proms and 
graduations. There are weddings on hold and 
funerals without mourners. As individuals, we 
are devastated and heartbroken. As a society, we 
are vulnerable in ways we never imagined, and 
they are all hitting us all at once. Where is the 
“great” in this? Where is there any good at all?

Well, please consider this. Families have 
spent more days together while in crisis than 
they ever did in good times. While, at first, 
panic buying emptied shelves of bunker 
commodities, now flour and other baking 
supplies are in demand. We are learning to 
be at home. We are learning to be together, 
talking with one another, playing together, 
and dining together. 

That is good news!

This terrible crisis has given us a once-in-a-
lifetime chance to see ourselves and our world 
more clearly. The old world simply stopped 
performing according to plan. It has failed us. 
However, if we pay close attention, this disaster 
can become the greatest gift ever unwrapped. 
Our willingness to let old systems go on without 
question is to miss this opportunity.

If we want to create a better country and a better 
world for our kids, and if we want to make 
sure we are even sustainable as a nation and as 
a democracy, we have to pay attention to how 
we feel right now. If a situation – healthcare, 
finances, employment, or government – makes 
us sad or angry or insecure, then now is the time 
to begin its repair or replacement. If another 
situation – baking cookies, hiking in the woods, 
calling an old friend on the telephone, or having 
a deep discussion with a frightened child – fills 
us with a sense of wonder, accomplishment, 
community or love – then we must make room 
for those things.

The Great Pause offers room for great hope. Start 
dreaming now. b

Dan Jean

Dan Jean is a retired Methodist minister living with 
his wife, Carlene, in Lynden, Washington. Dan and 
Carlene have been featured in CUEcast episodes, 
and their writings will occasionally appear on the 
YouthCUE website. 

If we want to create a 
better country and a better 
world for our kids, and if 
we want to make sure we 
are even sustainable as a 
nation and as a democracy, 
we have to pay attention to 
how we feel right now.”

more than $30 billion in annual 
sales … that was thirteen years ago. 

I had briefly met Mr. Baugh in the 
fall of 1987. At that time, I had no 
way of knowing how important 
he, Eula Mae, and his whole family 
would become to me and my family 
twenty-five years later. 

When I arrived at Trinity Baptist 
Church in San Antonio in 2002, 
John’s daughter, Babs was one of 
the first people I met. Babs and her 
husband – also named John (Jarrett) 
– became my family’s dearest 
friends, sharing some of the most 
wonderful moments as well as some 
of life’s deepest griefs and sorrows. 
The Baughs feel like extended family 
to me and mine, and there’s no 
putting into words the love I have for 
all of them.

The Eula Mae and John F. Baugh 
Foundation supports a plethora of 
ministries of which YouthCUE is 
but one. The love, prayers, business 
advice, common sense, and financial 
support provided by this lovely 
and generous family have made it 
possible for YouthCUE to survive 
and thrive through difficult times 
… COVID-19 being one of those 

times. I often wonder if YouthCUE 
would be here at all without the love, 
prayers, and support of the Baugh 
Family.

So, when I see a Sysco truck outside 
my window early every morning, I 
automatically give thanks to God. 
The truck provides a beautiful 
reminder to be grateful for love, 
dear friendships, and another day 
to work without interruption at the 
vocation I love. That Sysco truck is as 
beautiful a sight to me as Pikes Peak, 
the Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls, the 
Cliffs of Moher, or the Matterhorn. 
Along with the flowing morning 
gratitude, a prayer inevitably follows. 
It’s a prayer that I might somehow 
be as wise, competent, hard-
working, compassionate, smart, and 
intentional at what I do as Mr. and 
Mrs. Baugh were in what they did.

One of Sysco’s bylines is: “Good 
things come from Sysco.”

Yes, very good things come from 
Sysco! If anyone doubts that, just 
have them ask the hundreds of 
directors or thousands of students 
who are positively affected by the 
work of YouthCUE. b

Randy Edwards

MONUMENTAL BLESSINGS... Continued from pg. 3

↑ Babs (right) with daughters, Julie Cloud (left) and Jackie Baugh Moore (center).

Note: After a protracted and utterly 
brilliant fight against Parkinson’s 
Disease, my dear friend Babs 
Baugh went to live in the Father’s 
House in the wee hours of Sunday, 
June 14. Although we’ve known 
this would soon be coming, our 
hearts are still broken by Babs’ 
absence among us. A special 
tribute will appear in next month’s 
edition of YouthCUE. For now, 

our prayers go out to John Jarrett, 
Jackie Moore, Julie Cloud, all Babs’ 
precious grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild, and thousands of 
mourning friends across the United 
States. We shall never ever forget 
dear Babs, and every remembrance 
of her is pure joy! 

Rest in peace, our precious friend!
--Randy

THE GREAT PAUSE
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 During COVID-19, it has 
brought home to me yet again how 
important YouthCUE’s “youth choir 
as a mutual fund” concept is. As 
we invest in various assets in our 
choirs, we are building strength 
and durability for the surprises 
which arise along the way. This has 
never been more evident than now.

EMILY CURRENT FLOYD 
Episode 26 | June 2, 2020

 When we get to the other side of 
the pandemic, I hope we will not just 
put our lives, our churches, and our 
communities back together the same 
way they were before. The church 
in particular desperately needs to 
honestly evaluate, jettison some 
unnecessary baggage, and construct 
the future with forethought and 
intentionality.

JONATHAN RODGERS 
Episode 27 | June 9, 2020

 I was a bit shocked and a lot 
pleased that, when we began virtual 
meetings with our student choir, we 
began to see students show up again 
who had dropped out in the early 
fall. September activities had taken 
these students out of choir, but when 
things came to a halt in March, we 
experienced several teens coming 
back around to be a part of the 
fellowship, virtual though it was.

JOHN WOODS 
Episode 24 | May 18, 2020

… nobody buys CDs anymore.
ROBERT STERLING 

Episode 21 | April 28, 2020

 You know, honestly, I think 
when something big and disastrous 
happens, I think everyone really tries 
to come together to work around it. 
With the way American politics has 
gone over the past couple of years, 

it’s getting more and more crazy and 
divided and extreme, and I think 
this time has the real possibility of 
bringing people together. As tragic 
as it is, we have the chance to 
come together, no matter what our 
politics are.

MACY DREW 
Episode 20 | April 21, 2020

 My students are reacting to 
the pandemic almost exactly the 
same way we teachers are … some 
days are easy and things seem to 
come rather naturally, and other 
days it feels like we have no idea 
what we’re doing or where we’re 
going. We’re all having to deal with 
anxiety in our own ways. And we all 
need each other to make it through. 
The need for working together is 
universal.

REMINGTON FOSTER
Episode 17 | March 31, 2020

 When we 
work in community choirs, we are 
standing on ecumenical ground, 
and there’s something very holy 
about that. After all, when we 
get to heaven, I don’t believe 
God is going to ask us whether 
we are Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Episcopalian, Baptist, or Roman 
Catholic. We don’t need to be 
card-carrying members of any 
church to be welcome into the gates 
of heaven. So, why would we not 
structure youth choir like that? I 
think there’s an incredible gift there 
– for the students, their parents, 
those of us who lead, and even for 
the individual churches we touch 
through the community choir.

HOLLY REYNOLDS LEE 
Episode 14 | March 3, 2020

My third-story apartment in San Antonio 
looks across the mall parking lot to the 

Cheesecake Factory at La Cantera. Early every 
business morning sometime shortly before 
dawn, I hear the soft hum of a delivery truck 
approaching the restaurant. Over the six years I 
have lived here, I have tuned my ear to its specific 
gentle diesel music. I recognize its familiar voice 
as I would that of a dear old friend, and like a 
good crony, the baritone engine brings a sense of 
peace and calm deep inside.

You see, this may appear to be an ordinary 

delivery truck, but it is not. What’s happening 
down below is a Sysco Food delivery, and to 
me that will always mean love, friendship, and 
eternal gratitude.

In 1946, John Baugh left his job as a grocery store 
manager to start a company distributing frozen 
peaches and strawberries to bakeries, cafeterias, 
and hospitals. He made the deliveries himself, 
and his wife, Eula Mae, kept the books.

What’s so special about that? Well, to begin 
with, nobody in the world had given any serious 

thought to the idea of frozen food until John 
Baugh introduced it. As far as we can tell, Mr. 
Baugh was the first businessperson in the world 
to put a refrigerated delivery truck on the road. 
It was at the end of WWII, and enter the age of 
convenience cooking where working moms could 
not spend the whole day in their kitchens preparing 
dinner. On top of that, franchise eateries were 
springing up like wildflowers in May.

Fast forward. By the time both John and Eula 
Mae died in 2007, the company they had 
founded, Sysco Foods, had 47,000 employees and 

THE MONUMENTAL BLESSINGS OF A REFRIGERATED 18-WHEELER

↑ By the time both John and Eula 
Mae died in 2007, the company 
they had founded, Sysco Foods, had 
47,000 employees and more than 
$30 billion in annual sales.

Recent CUEcast Quotes

UpcomingCUEcast 
Episodes

EPISODE 31 – JULY 7, 2020
The creative process through good 
and difficult times
Mark Hayes, one of the most prolific 
church music composers of our 
generation, will discuss with Randy how 
he approaches musical composition 
during normal days as well as the 
uncertain times of COVID-19. A part 
of the interview will focus on specific 
anthems sung in YouthCUE festivals over 
the years and a look at Mark’s new music 
on the horizon.

EPISODE 32 – JULY 14, 2020
This is the kind of person I want 
to be
YouthCUE Vice-President, Preston 
Edwards, turns thirty-five years old today, 
meaning he is now age-eligible to become 
President of the United States. In this 
special birthday interview, father (Randy) 
and son (Preston) discuss some of what 
it means to be an official, bona fide adult 
as recognized by the American political 
structure. Preston will describe the person 
he has been, who he is seeking to be, and 
the leader he hopes to become. 

EPISODE 33 – JULY 21, 2020
Creating choral music which 
expresses what singers are already 
feeling
Heather Sorenson is one of the bright 
luminaries in church music today. 
Creating fresh choral settings of texts 
ancient and contemporary, Heather’s 
compositions seem to capture the essence 
of singers’ emotions from the first read-
through. In this interview, Randy will 
discuss with Heather the process of 
creativity which enables her to resonate so 
powerfully with the singers for whom she 
writes. 

EPISODE 34 – JULY 28, 2020
The phenomenon of “O Love”  
and more
Elaine Hagenberg’s style of composition 
leaves singers and listeners mesmerized 
by the beauty of her melodies, harmonies 
and haunting accompaniment. One need 
only go to YouTube and key in “O Love” 
to discover how powerfully Elaine’s music 
has impacted the lives of high school 
and collegiate choirs around the world. 
This bright composer has brought to us 
new ways of imagining and constructing 
choral music that reaches deeply into our 
hearts and souls, giving glorious expression 
to those who sing, play, and listen.

My favorite style of musical composition is 
the sonata. In fact, during this time of 

epidemic, sonatas provide the soundtrack for 
much of my workday. Whether it’s the mystery 
of Beethoven’s Sonata No. 14 (“Moonlight”), 
the lushness of Schubert’s Sonata No. 21, or 
the transcendence of Chopin’s Sonata No. 2, 
sonatas have always had a hold on me.

As I contemplated this past week why sonatas 
move me as they do, the revelation came that 
life itself—its structure, its form, its DNA—is 
a sonata. 

A brief music theory lesson will help 
provide context. The sonata has three 
basic sections—exposition, development, 
and recapitulation. In the exposition, the 
main themes of the piece are introduced 
(“exposed”) to the listener. The development 
is where the themes are explored in a variety 
of different ways (e.g., changes in key, overall 
mood, dynamics, and rhythm). And finally, 
in the recapitulation (the “homecoming” 
section), the main themes return, but they 
are elegantly transformed with a freshness 
due to the time they spent in the development 
section.

Do you see how our lives are like that? There 
are moments when we are absorbing the 
routines around us, learning lessons of how 
the world works, and gathering tools for our 
journey (our “exposition” section). Here, the 
dominant theme is passivity. Then we begin 
to branch out in new and different ways, 
creatively using the tools we learned earlier to 
forge our own unique path (our “development” 
section). Finally, we reach a place of 
homecoming, where we synthesize the early 
lessons we were taught with the hard realities 

of our own experiences (our “recapitulation” 
section). This final section is our legacy to 
the world.

Unlike Beethoven or Chopin, who had the 
luxury of planning out every note, we go into 
our life sonatas blind. We journey on without 
foresight of what the end will look like, and 
we do our composing on the fly, without 
any eraser to strike out mistakes. Our lives 
also do not always flow in a linear fashion; 
we sometimes find ourselves regressing 
backward, forced to relearn lessons missed 
the first time. We marvel at the creative 
brilliance of a Beethoven or Shubert—but 
contemplate for a moment how our life 
sonatas are even more complex!

Life can be downright depressing if we only 
look at our current circumstances. (Imagine 
if we judged our lives only by this quarantine 
interlude?) But if we look at life as a sonata, 
where lessons learned later transform into 
surprised beauty and a rich legacy, then we 
can take heart knowing our journeys will 
ultimately be lusher and more transcendent 
than any Beethoven composition. b

Keep composing,

Matt Allen

Matt Allen, a native of Shreveport, LA, is 
a YouthCUE alumnus from the 1990s. He 
is married to Ashley (they sang in youth 

choir together) and they have two beautiful 
children, Thomas (11) and Grace (6). The 

Allens live in San Antonio, and Matt currently 
serves on the YouthCUE Board of Trustees.

A timely message from a YouthCUE alumnus

LIFE AS A SONATA


