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You will receive the monthly newsletter, program 
announcements, and our twice-monthly podcast 
(CUEcast), which began in September.   

In order to take advantage of this offer, you will need 
to go to our website to provide, update, or confirm your 
contact information. Don’t delay! Why not do this now?!

You may go to www.youthcue.org and watch for the 
menu to pop up. Simply follow the instructions. OR … 
you also may point the camera of your smartphone at 
this QR code, and it will take you directly to the contact 
information portal.

Enjoy your free year of YouthCUE!  

WELCOME TO YouthCUE! AS PART OF OUR 30-YEAR CELEBRATION WE ARE PROVIDING 
YOU FREE MEMBERSHIP TO YouthCUE THROUGH 2020.

In order to receive your 
FREE SUBCRIPTION 

to our newsletter and 
CUEcast (podcast) through 

2020, you will need to 
register on our website. 

Instructions here!
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DIRECTOR BUILDS UPON EARLY CHORAL 
EXPERIENCES TO ENVISION, CREATE AND DEVELOP A 
DYNAMIC COMMUNITY CHOIR FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS

Holly Reynolds was still in 

college when she felt a strong 

sense of calling to begin a youth choir 

in her town of Dunkirk, MD. That was 

1998. Today, 22 years later, she is now 

Holly Reynolds Lee, married with 

two children and still going strong 

with the community youth choir she 

founded and has spent two decades 

developing. 

The community of Dunkirk is 

located near Chesapeake Bay, 

forty-five minutes southeast of 

Washington, D. C. The township is 

somewhat typical in today’s world; 

the adolescents are notoriously busy 

with all kinds of activities in their 

lives, facing the typical challenges 

common to adolescents. It is within 

that culture and context that Holly’s 

community student choir has carved 

an important place in the lives of the 

fifty to sixty students who participate 

each season.

The choir is called Voices in Praise, 

or VIP for short. Involving students 

from a wide array of congregations 

around town, Holly says part of 

the success of the group is the 

cooperation and enthusiasm for the 

project among the congregations. 

“There’s not a congregation in town 

that really has the critical mass of 

students to put together such a choir, 

but working together, we’ve 

been able to build a lot of 

goodwill and momentum 

among the students in 

these churches. It’s been 

very fulfilling to see how 

it has come together and 

continues to thrive.”

A big part of the initial 

motivation behind 

Voices in Praise was 

Holly’s early experience 

participating in a youth 

choir. She reports that 

her very earliest teenage 

singing experiences were regrettably 

rocky, made more so by a loud, 

impatient director who created an 

atmosphere of great tension, anxiety, 

and intimidation. Even as a young 

teenager, Holly recognized that 

choral music was too great a blessing 

to ruin with reckless, harsh words and 

unreasonable demands for absolute 

perfection. But instead of causing her 

to run the other direction and never 

come back to choral music, the rough 

beginning had the opposite effect. 

The negative experience provided 

Holly incentive and motivation to 

be a part of something truly positive, 

fun, and life-giving. As a teenager, 

she discovered a new, positive and 

fulfilling place to invest her energies. 

Then, when she was older, she was 

determined to begin a choir of her 

own. The rest is history … and also 

the present and future!

We invite our readers and 

listeners to tune in to Episode 14 of 

CUEcast which airs on March 3. In 

this wonderful interview, Holly will 

provide a lot more history and detail 

about her philosophies of ministry 

in VIP. Holly and her excellent corps 

of volunteers have created superb 

administration and systems which 

serve the group exceptionally well.

Blessings to you, Holly, as well as to 

your volunteers and all the students 

of VIP! We hope you’ll continue this 

superb ministry, a blessing and an 

inspiration to all who see and hear 

you!  b
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March CUEcast episodes 

EPISODE 14 – MARCH 3, 2020
An Interview with Holly Reynolds Lee 
In 1998, university student Holly Lee began a community 
student choir in Dunkirk, MD, forty miles southeast of 
Washington, DC. Over the past twenty-two years, Voices 
in Praise (VIP) has grown, developed, and instilled 
crucial values in the students who participate. As VIP 
has deepened and strengthened, so has Holly. She is 
now married and has two children. Holly’s ministry to her 
students is just as joyful and passionate as ever before. 
This episode will explore the motivation and inspiration 
of Holly’s VIP programming and ministry.

EPISODE 15 – MARCH 17, 2020
A retired Methodist minister provides highly 
relevant insights for youth choir directors 
Following a first career in communications and a second in 
pastoral ministry, Dan Jean and his wife, Carlene, recently 
retired in Washington State very near the Canadian border. In 
the four years prior to their move northwest, Dan and Carlene 
became acquainted with and involved in the ministry of the 
San Antonio Youth Chorale as well as the larger YouthCUE 
ministry. In this episode, we’ll interview Dan. As we engage 
in discussion, we discover some crucially important 
components in providing deep ministry for students. 
Dan’s insights are spot-on and instructive for all who 
seek to provide leadership to student choirs. In a future 
episode of CUEcast, we will interview Carlene, who led 
members of SAYC to become involved in a fascinating 
cutting-edge ministry in San Antonio. Both episodes 
are superb, and we believe our readers will gain much 
information and insights from them. 

EPISODE 16 – MARCH 31, 2020
YouthCUE alumni pays it forward by becoming 
a music teacher 
Just three months ago, Remington Lee Foster graduated 
with a music education degree from Stephen F. Austin State 
University in Nacogdoches, TX. Immediately upon graduation, 
Remington landed a teaching job as an assistant director 
at Marshall High School, three hours east of Dallas. MHS 
engages over 300 students in choral music, and Remington 
has dived into the program headfirst. In this episode, we will 
hear Remington describe how his involvement in YouthCUE 
has helped him prepare for his new role as a public school 
music educator.  

EDIE DUTTON
Recruiter and Program Coordinator

YouthCUE’s San Antonio Youth Chorale

edutton@youthcue.org 
(210) 380-2048

↑ Holly R. Lee (right) with her dear friend 
and long-serving accompanist, Briana 
Gresko (left)↑ (Top) Baylor Stadium tour 

2017 (2nd row) Baylor campus 
scavenger hunt 2016; Baylor 
Festival 2019 (3rd row) 
Mammoth National Monument 
tour 2018

You are reading in March, but today, January 7, we 
put the final touches on travel plans for SAYC to the 
YouthCUE XV Annual Baylor Festival of Youth Choirs in 
February and continued trip plans for our June adventure 
to the YouthCUE Nation’s Capital Festival in Washington, 
DC.  With each journey, comes new challenges, but some 
things remain the same:

 START EARLY

In my January article, I advised, “Start early…you want 
to be on auto pilot when the season begins.”  This advice 
holds true for trip prep.  Book your bus, hotel, restaurant 
reservations, and activities prior to the season kickoff 
for several reasons.  You may hit an unexpected snag 
as I did two years ago when the hotel “I always used” 
was completely full; after season kickoff, there are other 
distractions at home to handle like tracking down the 
Travel Authorization from one last student; and at the 
parent’s meeting we want to be able to earn parental 
trust by giving them solid answers to “where are you 
staying?” and “will there be a gluten free option?”

 DON’T REINVENT THE WHEEL

Each year I keep a “Trip notes” document which not only 
contains hotel, bus and restaurant reservation info but 
post trip notes that remind me what I said, “NEVER DO 
AGAIN!” or things I would like to try next trip.  I use last 
year’s document as my launch point for the current year 
which cuts trip planning time in half.  Go back to the 
vendors you used last year and ask for the same price 
point.  They will usually accommodate you.

 CHECK WITH YOUR “EXTERNAL BRAINS”

If you are uncertain on what is a good price for a 
plane ticket or hotel room, don’t be shy; check with 
those who have done it before.  For the Baylor trip, I 
know exactly where I should be on cost.  For the trip 
to Washington, DC, I am shopping prices, but I have 
also asked for a target from Tina McCartney and 
Lois Gagné who have been finding good group deals 
for YouthCUE for a combined total of 26 years.  I 
understand Lois is quite the haggler! 

 USE YOUR CHECKLIST

I am glad to share my timeline/checklist.  Email me 
at edutton@youthcue.org

 PRAYER

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 
4:6-7.  Each time we travel, I am reminded that for 
all the planning and prep I do I am not ultimately in 
control.  God is!  What a great comfort that the giver 
of all good gifts is guiding the travel, the weather, 
the student interactions, and the effects of His 
powerful music on the hearts of our students.

With that in mind, plan confidently! b

TRIP PREPARATION TIPS
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SUCCESSFUL STUDENT CHOIRS ARE 
COUNTERCULTURAL COMMUNITIES OF 
HOSPITALITY, JOY, LOVE, AND ACCEPTANCE
Part 5 – Worship leadership and community 
awareness are crucial for the development of student 
choirs

Whether your youth 
choir is part of your 
church’s music 
ministry or is its 
own entity serving 
a larger community, 
we at YouthCUE 
believe it is crucial 
that our choirs have 
regular times to lead 
in worship. Providing 
worship leadership 
opportunities through 
choral singing is an 
enormous component 
in the training of our 
students as leaders. We have discovered that the students themselves are 
highly adaptable to many forms and styles of worship. Teens can be challenged 
to sing their best in these settings. Furthermore, they need to be challenged to 
be at their very best during the worship times when they are not singing, when 
they are leading by example. This also includes the time leading up to worship 
and in the moments following. 

Over the decades at YouthCUE festivals, we have observed that the students, 
regardless of their home church backgrounds, do a great job of adapting 
to the worship environment in which they are placed to lead. With a little 

encouragement, we might be surprised at 
what our students can accomplish outside 
their initial comfort zones.  

In similar fashion to the festivals, those 
of us who direct community student choirs 
have observed students become very 
effective leaders back home in traditions 
very different from their own. In some 
cases, the student choirs venture not 
only beyond their own denominations, 
but also beyond their own religions to 
lead in community Thanksgiving services 
or other festival events with friends of 
other faiths. We adults can learn some 
important lessons as we watch our teens 
interact with their friends who celebrate in 
traditions very different from ours. These 
“step-overs” into other environments for 
special times need not be a threat to our 

own faith. In fact, the sharing can affirm our faith and make us even stronger 
when our motivation is love, cooperation, community goodwill, and peace. 

Whatever the framework of your student choir’s participation in worship, I 
implore us directors to make the most of these times. Let us have confidence 
to push the envelopes a little and expand our zones of comfort (which are too 
often too narrow). These opportunities will provide some of the most powerful 
memories in the ministry of our choirs, and we will do well to provide the 
experiences often, all with superior preparation and with great gratitude for the 
opportunity to serve. b

Randy Edwards

TINA McCARTNEY 

Director of Major Programs 

tmccartney@youthcue.org 

(210) 557-5245

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

If you would like to discuss any of our 
programs, feel free to reach out to:

15TH ANNUAL BAYLOR 
FESTIVAL OF  
YOUTH CHOIRS 
February 21-23, 2020 

Baylor University, Waco, TX

(MS and HS Students)

THE 22ND ANNUAL 
NATION’S CAPITAL 
FESTIVAL OF  
YOUTH CHOIRS 
June 23-28, 2020 

National Cathedral,  

Washington, DC

(MS and HS Students)

NATIONAL  
HONOR CHOIR
July 22-29, 2020

New York &  Philadelphia, PA

(HS Juniors and Seniors) 

LABOR DAY AT THE 
CATHEDRAL 2020
September 4-6, 2020 

Washington National Cathedral, 

Washington, DC

(Collegiate and Adults)

NATIONAL HONOR CHOIR 2020

July 22-29, 2020 ~ 7 days, 6 nights
 NEW YORK, NY / PHILADELPHIA, PA

COST: $1,100 PER PERSON

+Plus your personal transportation to and from NHC week.

SELECTED OLDER HIGH SCHOOLERS CHOSEN BY THEIR DIRECTORS.

CONCERT VENUES:
• Wayne Presbyterian Church, Wayne, PA
• Manhattan Presbyterian Church, New York
• St. Paul’s Church, Ground Zero
• St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 5th Avenue
• Final concert at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine
• In addition to concert venues, we will visit Times Square, 

Central Park, Ground Zero, Ellis Island and others. ↑ National Honor Choir

CUE DIRECTORS’ JOURNEY ABROAD 2020
Adventure in Ireland 
October 3-12, 2020
Dublin, Belfast, Galway, Limerick, Waterford, Wexford

The Journey framework will not be hardwired but rather more open-ended 
with opportunities for personal reflection and meaningful fellowship. We 
will concentrate on adding our voices to the choral legacy so powerfully set 
before us hundreds and even thousands of years ago. Singing together in 
these holy spaces is an experience like none other. It will restore our souls!

Contact Tina McCartney at tmccartney@youthcue.org for more 
information and registration.

BELOW THE RADAR

YouthCUE is not a typical business; it is a partnership between us and our constituents. When you are considering participation in an event - even 
before you register - we highly encourage you to communicate with Tina McCartney via email. Your early contact with us will ensure that you remain 
in the know regarding the status of the event you are considering.

LABOR DAY AT 
THE CATHEDRAL

September 4-6, 2020

 WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL / 
WASHINGTON, DC

An extraordinary weekend of music for college and adult 

singers, celebrating the 85th birthday of American church 

music composer, Claude L. Bass, including a mass choir 

of 250 singers with a full orchestra of local professional 

musicians. ↑ Labor Day at the Cathedral

MY HOPE IS IN THE LORD
SATB\Marianne Forman\
Beckenhorst Press\BP2192\Copyright 
2019

Appropriate for an experienced 
student or adult choir, the text is a 
classically clear and strong statement 
of faith. A beautiful melody, supported 
by a flowing accompaniment, will 
become dear to the choir and gently 
features sopranos and altos on the first 
verse, followed by tenors and basses 
on the second. The strong 4-part 
middle section provides needed 
contrast, returning to the original 
melody set in SATB to the end. As 
beautiful as this anthem is musically, 
the very personal 1945 text by Norman 
J. Clayton still speaks directly to young 
hearts as though it were written today.  

YouthCUE welcomes Sandi 
Parks to the YouthCUE 
Anthem Review Team. 
Now residing in Arkansas, 
Sandi has recently retired 
after thirty-eight years as 
a music educator in Texas 
and Arkansas. For fifteen 
years, Sandi directed the 
award-winning, large 5A 
choral program at Marshall 
High School east of Dallas. 
Sandi currently serves as a freelance choir clinician 
and guest director of honor choirs. She trains choral 
music teachers and is a presenter of various forms of 
professional development. Sandi brings to YouthCUE 
rich resources and broad experience as she helps us 
select and review excellent, well-chosen repertoire for 
our directors and choirs. Welcome, Sandi!

O CLAP YOUR HANDS
SATB\Victor Johnson\Chorister’s 
Guild \CGE316\Copyright 2017

This a cappella setting of a steadfast 
text inspired from the Psalms is just 
challenging enough to keep students 
engaged while being singable enough 
to keep their interest. Rhythmically 
creative as well as full of exciting 
opportunities for articulation, this 
may just be the best “teaching piece” 
they ever loved to perform. Also 
available in SSAA (CGE218).

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM
SATB\Pepper Choplin\Beckenhorst 
Press \BP2035\Copyright 2014

This perfect setting of these nine 
words, spoken by Jesus at the very 
point of his death, is dramatic without 
being over-done. The music builds to 
a palpable climax with every measure 
through dynamics and choral texture 
until it quietly ends with one last 
poignant “Forgive them.” Adult and 
student singers alike surely could not 
help being intensely reminded of the 
personal nature of Jesus’ sacrifice.

↑ Sandi Parks

↑ Voices in Praise (VIP) lead in worship during Advent 2019.

↑ Providing worship leadership 
opportunities through choral singing 
is an enormous component in the 
training of our students as leaders.

↑ Dr. C. L. Bass

Reviewed by Sandi Parks

REPERTOIRE REVIEW
QUALITY STUDENT 

CHOIR ANTHEMS


