
Ditching Hotels Altogether 
Getting Creative with Accommodation 

***

Hostels

HostelWorld
(www.hostelworld.com)

HostelWorld is the biggest hostel site in the world and therefore 
has the largest inventory. They have a lot of reviews for most 
listings and a great search interface. Other sites for booking 
hostels include Hostels.com and HostelBookers.com but 
considering both are now owned by HostelWorld, there isn’t much 
difference. 

Hostels.com
(www.hostels.com)

Hostels.com is another popular booking engine for hostels. 
Although it’s owned by Hostelworld.com, the listings can be 
different.

HostelsBookers
(www.hostelbookers.com)

This is another popular booking engine owned by 
Hostelworld.com. Like Hostels.com, the listings can be different 
as well as the prices. 
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Airbnb & More

Airbnb
(www.airbnb.com)

Since Airbnb dominates the homeowner rental market, this 
section has been named after them. With Airbnb, you can rent 
single rooms or entire Islands. You can also rent out a room in 
your own house to make some extra money. Check it out and if 
you want a free $25 credit, click this link here.

VRBO
(www.vrbo.com)

Similar to Airbnb in that it connects you with homeowners 
renting you their place. This is actually older than Airbnb but not 
as popular. However, the listings will be different on every site so 
it’s a good idea to check all your options when looking for that 
perfect place. 

Behomm
(www.behomm.com)

This is another global home exchange site but is only open to 
designers and visual artists. Membership is by invitation only and 
your first year membership is free. Most properties are in the 
Americas and Europe, although it’s growing quickly.
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Kid & Coe
(www.kidandcoe.com)

Kid & Coe is a vacation rental website catering to family-friendly 
properties. Whether you’re looking to coastal escapes, country 
getaways, or city style, this is the site for anyone traveling with a 
family. 

Couchsurfing & More

Couchsurfing
(www.couchsurfing.org)

By far the biggest and best couchsurfing community in the world. 
You’ll need to create a profile and put a lot of effort into making it 
stand out. If the prospect of couchsurfing appeals to you, spend 
some time on the site to get used to how it works. It could just 
change your life like it did mine. 

Hospitality Club
(www.hospitalityclub.org)

The Hospitality Club is similar to Couchsurfing in that it helps you 
find free accommodation with friendly locals. The site is much 
more basic but has users from across the world. 
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BeWelcome
(www.bewelcome.org)

BeWelcome is a new organization that was founded due to some 
growing concerns of the commercialization of Couchsurfing.org. 
Once Couchsurfing.org went from non-profit to for-profit, this 
group started BeWelcome, which is run by volunteers. It’s new but 
growing rapidly and has members from all over the planet. 

House-Sitting

TrustedHousesitters.com
(www.trustedhousesitters.com)

TrustedHousesitters.com seems to focus on finding homeowners 
with pets. If you love pets, this is a great site to start with. The fee 
for using this site is approximately $85 per year.

Housecarers.com
(www.housecarers.com)

House Carers is another popular house-sitting website. One of the 
things that sets House Carers apart is that you can register for free 
to see the different listings that come up throughout the year. 
Then, if a listing strikes your fancy or if you notice many that 
interest you, you can sign up for a membership starting at $50 per 
year. 
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The Caretaker Gazette
(www.caretaker.org)

This online and offline publication has been around since 1983. A 
yearly membership costs $30.

Working for Accommodation

WWOOFing

WWOOFing stands for volunteering on organic farms all around 
the world in exchange for food and accommodation. There are no 
costs involved and you will not be paid anything. Rather, it is an 
exchange of labor. I have yet to do this but have met people who 
have and rave about it. You’ll learn a lot about living an organic 
lifestyle, meet some new friends and experience something new 
and interesting. It’s not about the physical work but more about 
the unique adventure with locals. Wwoofing gives you an 
authentic experience. 

There are many websites that help you get your WWOOF on, 
including:

WWOOF
(www.wwoof.net)

This website is for people who want to live and learn on organic 
farms. In exchange for volunteering, you’ll get food, 
accommodation and an incredible learning opportunity. 
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WWOOF International
(www.wwoofinternational.org)

Exactly the same concept as the WWOOF site above, connecting 
you to organic farms all over the world. 

WWOOF Hawaii
(www.wwoofhawaii.org)

This is the go-to site for finding organic farms in Hawaii. 

Gumtree Australia
(www.gumtree.com)

Although this is a classifieds site in Australia, many claim it to be 
one of the best resources for finding WWOOFing opportunities in 
Australia. 

HelpX
(www.helpx.net)

This site is another great place to find WWOOFing opportunities 
as well as opportunities to work at guesthouses, hostels and more.

Workaway
(www.workaway.info)

This site is not specific for WWOOFing but it’s a great place to 
exchange work for accommodation and unique experiences. 
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Camping

Freecampsites.net
(www.freecampsites.net)

Free campsites across the United States of America.

Campingcompass.com
(www.campingcompass.com)

This site will help you find campgrounds in Europe.

Australiancampsites.com.au
(www.australiancampsites.com.au)

Free campsites in australia.

Camping-canada.com
(www.camping-canada.com)

Camping information for Canada.

Camp in my Garden
(http://campinmygarden.com)

Find people who are willing to rent you their garden as a 
campground. Most properties are in the UK. 
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