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HOUSESITTING 101 

 
Travel hacking is all about making travel more 
accessible. It’s about making it cheaper and/or 
finding creative ways to make it happen. One way to 
make it happen, especially for long-term travel, if 
your budget is tight or if you just want a unique 
experience is with housesitting. 
 
What is housesitting? 
 
Basically, housesitting means you’re taking care of 
someone’s house. In exchange for providing that 
service, you can stay at the house (usually) free of 
charge. This is a great way to find unique 
accommodation anywhere in the world and is 
mutually beneficial for both parties involved. Quite 
often it also involved taking care of pets or flowers 
as well. 
 
Why housesit? 
 
Housesitting is a perfect option for those wanting to 
keep their accommodation costs down. 
Housesitting can be available anywhere from two-
weeks to 6-months or more. 
Homeowners want to find someone (or a couple) 
who will take care of their home (and probably their 
pets and plants) in exchange for rent-free 
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accommodation. This gives homeowners peace of 
mind while they are away. 
 
Other benefits include: 
 
• Being able to travel slowly: Housesitting is ideal 

for those wanting to travel slowly and truly 
enjoy a destination. It’s perfect for retirees or 
for digital nomads who are looking for a home 
all over the world where they can get their work 
done and travel at the same time. Housesitting 
gives you the comforts of “home” in a different 
part of the world. 
 

• Giving you a different perspective: When you 
stay in one place for months as opposed to a 
few days on a vacation, you get an entirely 
different perspective of that location. It’s an 
entirely different and unique experience. 
Instead of being a tourist all the time, you 
actually blend in with the locals, make friends, 
learn the neighborhood, and become immersed 
in a totally new culture. 
 

• The ability to research a new area that you’re 
thinking of calling home: This is something 
my retired parents are thinking about. Whether 
you’re retired or thinking of a new place to live 
in the world, housesitting is a great way to test 
the waters and see if you’d really like a place 



Zero	to	Dream	Trip	

before actually moving there. With all these 
benefits, you’re probably wondering what’s in it 
for the homeowners! 

 
Why would someone hire you as a house sitter? 
 
• Vacation: Some home-owners want to go on two-

week+ vacation but don’t have friends who can 
look after their pets, water their plants or simply 
make sure the house is still standing when they 
return. Housesitting is a great way to have 
someone do it for free. 
 

• Selling a home: Believe it or not, some people 
have trouble selling their home but may have 
already invested in their new one. They need 
someone to stay in the house and keep it in 
good condition until it’s sold. 
 

• Extended trips: Some people (like us) want to go 
on a long trip and maybe even visit family for 
many months in another part of the world. They 
don’t want to just leave their property empty or 
leave their pets in some “jail house”, so house-
sitting presents them a much more pleasant 
alternative. 
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There are many ways that house sitters help 
homeowners such as: 
 
• Saving money: (by not having to hire pet care, 

lawn cutters, and all sorts of things) 
 

• Insurance: some insurance policies simply won’t 
cover a house that is left “empty” for a period 
of time. Sometimes this period of time is less 
than a week! House sitters prevent this from 
happening. 
 

• Keep the place clean and pets happy: one of the 
biggest reasons is pets and general 
maintenance. Homeowners just don’t want to 
leave pets in cages and don’t want to come 
home to a jungle in their front yard. 
 

Housesitting may sound perfect by now and it is 
pretty darn awesome, but in order to make it a good 
experience, you do need to ask yourself some 
questions. 
 

1. What do you require to be “happy” with the 
agreement? Internet? Provided transportation? 
Access to public services? Some freedom to 
leave the house and explore the area? 
 
These are things to consider when looking for a 
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housesitting position. By knowing this in 
advance, it can help you narrow in on potential 
houses to inquire about. These will become 
your non-negotiables. 

 
2. Do you like animals?  A lot of housesitting 

requirements are based around animal care. 
Make sure you know what types of animals are 
at the house and if your comfortable with them. 
Maybe you’re allergic to cats or simply hate 
reptiles. This is good to know in advance! 
 

3. Visa requirements: Make sure to research 
what visas are required for the area you intend 
to visit and how long you are allowed to stay 
for. For example, Canadians are typically 
allowed just three months in certain European 
zones. Do the research beforehand so you can 
find ways to stay longer or simply not overstay 
and get in any trouble. 
 

4. Do you want to live in the city or in the 
“country”? You’ll find that potential jobs are all 
over the place. Some will be in rural areas that 
are much more quiet and some will be in 
bustling cities where all the action is. I like a 
little bit of both but you’ll need to decide this so 
you don’t apply for the wrong locations. 
 

5. Are you flexible? No, no – not yoga. I’m talking 
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about plans for your house sitting vacation. 
Being flexible with time, place, and length of 
stay will greatly increase your chances of 
finding jobs. Trying to find a short stay in the 
peak summer months for popular locations 
might be difficult to do. Also, some housesitting 
opportunities are listed up to a year in advance 
while others can be last minute. Having 
flexibility will put you ahead of most others. 
 

6. The costs involved: Although housesitting is 
typically free, if you’re staying somewhere for 
as long as 6 months you may be required to 
pay for utilities and what not. If a vehicle is 
provided, you may need to pay for the gas you 
use. Determine this in advance and decide if it’s 
a fit for you. 6 months in San Francisco will be 
much more expensive than 6 months in 
Mexico. 
 

7. Languages: Realize that some places you go 
may require another language to be 
comfortable. For example, if you’re staying in 
the countryside of Italy, it’s not likely anyone 
will speak English. If you need help with 
something, what are you going to do? Find this 
out in advance. 

 
8. Adaptability: This is actually one of my 
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strengths but not everyone is great with 
adapting to the situation at hand. Housesitting 
can require this kind of strength as things can 
go wrong from time to time. Water pipes can 
break and animals can escape out the front 
door. You need to be prepared to deal with this 
sort of stuff. 

 
 
How to Start 
 
The best options are housesitting directories. Keep 
in mind that most have fees involved. Another 
option could be to tell all your friends and family. 
This could be a great way to build up references in 
the beginning. 
 
My family has had some experience with a few of 
these directories but I’ve also done some research 
to find the best ones. Trustedhousesitters wins first 
place and is in bold below. 
 
Caretakers Gazette ($30): Personally, the 
functionality of Caretakers gazette is much worse 
than the rest. First off, you can’t search for 
properties without a payment first. For those just 
getting into housesitting, checking out the 
possibilities first is a big bonus. All the other 
directories allow you to look at properties before 
you pay the annual fee. Another problem is that 
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there is no way to search for specific properties. 
Not even by country. You simply have to go through 
a list. You can find Caretakers Gazette on Facebook 
and Twitter @housesitter 
 
Mind My House ($20): This site has great navigation 
because you can search by region and keyword. 
They also have Facebook and a blog. 
 
Trusted housesitters ($79): This one is my favorite 
because you can search by date and country AND 
you can search before you commit to a 
membership. The site looks professional and is 
simple to use. As far as I know, this is one of the 
only sites that allows you to have a video on your 
profile, making it more intimate for people to meet 
you. They have Facebook, a blog and twitter 
@housesitting 
 
If you’re looking specifically for an opportunity in 
Australia, try Aussie housesitters, which is $65. This 
site allows you to search by date, province, and 
keywords. 
 
For America, try House-sitters America for $30, 
which allows you to search by state. 
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HOW DO YOU GET STARTED 
 
• First off, if you’re interested in a particular location, 

you’ll need to scour the sites mentioned and 
decide which one you want to join, or join all of 
them. Your choice! One or two memberships 
aren’t a big deal when you’re scoring free 
accommodation around the world. 
 

• You want to be the front of the pack. You’ll likely 
be competing with others who want the same 
place, but if you’re first, you’ll have the best 
chance. Sign up for a membership and get the 
email alerts so that you’re first to know about 
new listings. Make sure your profile and 
references are filled out and/or ready to go and 
follow your membership site on social media to 
learn about new opportunities immediately. 

 
 

Now what? 
 
Okay, just like couchsurfing, you need to build 
an AWESOME profile that gives homeowners a feel 
for who you are. 
 
• Choose a great picture that represents you and/or 

your couple. 
 

• Make sure to include your name, age, nationality, 
profession and whether you’re an experienced 
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house sitter (if you own a home, this counts!), if 
you own pets or like pets, if you speak multiple 
languages, etc. 

 
 

• Make your profile awesome so that homeowners 
can find you. I’ve had friends that have been 
approached directly from homeowners before 
they even list the property. This usually takes 
time and experience but it’s nice to know you 
have something to look forward to. 
 

• Include a video if possible. This really makes it 
more intimate as homeowners can get a better 
feel for whom you are. 

 
 

REFERENCES 
 
Keep in mind that homeowners are looking for 
someone to look after their beloved pets and their 
expensive home. This means they need to trust 
you. 
 
Make sure your references are ready to go. Not only 
is it good to have references via letters and emails 
but also you’ll want to include contact information 
as well so that homeowners can actually talk to 
them. If it’s your first time, make sure you have 
high-quality references to back you up. 
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Who? 
 
• Other homeowners: if you have previously done 

any housesitting jobs, you’ll want to state when 
you worked, how long, and what you had to do 
(such as take care of pets). 
 

• Landlords: If you’re renting a place or have 
recently, get your landlord to write you a letter 
about how great you were at maintaining the 
home, etc. 

 
 

• If you have ever taken care of pets before, get 
references from the pet owners as to how great 
you were at taking care of their loved ones. 
 

• Anyone who can attest to who you are as a 
person, your trustworthiness and your 
reliability. Think past managers, colleagues, 
life-long friends, etc. 

 
 

APPLY LIKE IT’S A JOB 
 
Essentially, this is what it is. Someone is hiring you 
to take care of their house, pets, and whatever else 
they have. You need to write an excellent 
application about why they should choose you for 
the job. Read their listing completely and touch on 
anything you see that stands out. 
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If they have dogs, tell them how much you love 
dogs and how you will take care of their little 
animals. 
 
Do they have a garden? Do you love gardens? Let 
them know that. 
 
Just like couchsurfing, the first time is always the 
most difficult but as long as you have a great 
profile, references, and a remarkable application, 
you will score a house-sit eventually and it just gets 
easier from there! 
 
Go the extra mile 
 
• Email alerts. Sign up for these with the directories 

you become members of. This will help you 
keep up-to-date with new listings and it’s 
always good to be the first one to apply. 
 

• Multiple “resumes”: Create a WORD document 
with more information about yourself to send to 
prospective homeowners once they pre-select 
you. You may even want to have an online 
profile such as an about.me account so that 
when they search your name on Google, your 
online resume shows up! 

 
 

• Criminal record checks: Why not have one of 
these ready to go as well. This makes people 
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feel much more comfortable. 
  
Things You’ll Want to Know 
 
Dates: Obviously, you’ll want to confirm dates but 
you can also ask if they would like you to come 
earlier or stay later. Maybe you would like to come 
earlier so you can meet them and let them show 
you around for a couple of days before you’re on 
your own. 
 
Pets: If they have pets, ask all the questions you 
can about special food if required, what time they 
usually have their walks at, where they usually 
sleep, if they wake up early to pee, etc. If you have 
pets yourself, you probably know the drill. 
 
Costs: At times, you might be required to pay for 
utilities. If this is the case, ask what they usually are 
and make sure you can budget for it. 
 
Damage deposit: Some homeowners want a 
damage deposit incase something happens. It helps 
them feel calmer about everything. This is returned 
at the end providing there is no damage or missed 
bills. 
 
Guests: Are you planning on having guests over? 
Ask if this is allowed. 
 
Transportation: Are they providing you a car? 
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Where is the bus stop? How much are taxis? Do 
they have bikes? Ask them all about this stuff. 
 
Is it a Jail? Kidding, but sometimes homeowners 
expect you there at all times. Others don’t mind if 
you leave for a day or two, especially with long-term 
stays. Ask this ahead and find out what they want. 
The point of these questions is to ask everything 
before you take the job. Make sure you know what 
you need to do and who to call in an emergency. 
What happens if you need to go home because of 
an emergency? Ask to see a lot of pictures to get an 
idea of the place. Ask, ask, ask, and then ask one 
more time. 
 
The first one is always the hardest but you’ll get 
better each time with knowing what to ask and what 
to do. 
 
To be a good house sitter, you just have to take 
care of the place and do the job you have agreed to 
do. If they need their lawn cut, cut the lawn. If they 
have dogs that go on two walks per day, take them 
for two walks per day. Create an agreement with 
the homeowners and abide by it. As you build up 
your references, it will be easier and easier to find 
opportunities all over the world. 
 
Who knows, you may realize that you don’t even 
need your house anymore. 


